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On March 30, ten days after the March 20 general elections in El Salvador, the Supreme Electoral
Tribunal (Tribunal Supremo Electoral, TSE) released final official results from the presidential race.
Nevertheless, the final results for legislative and municipal races have still not been issued. As
anticipated, a runoff election must now be held since none of the presidential candidates won the
50% plus-one-vote majority necessary to secure victory in the first round. The final TSE tally gave
49.03% of the vote to Armando Calderon Sol, candidate for the governing Nationalist Republican
Alliance (Alianza Republicana Nacionalista, ARENA).
Calderon Sol's rival in the second round will be Ruben Zamora, presidential candidate for a
coalition of three leftist parties: Convergencia Democratica (CD), the Farabundo Marti National
Liberation Front (FMLN), and the National Revolutionary Movement (MNR). Zamora received
24.90% of the vote. In third place in the balloting was the Christian Democrat Party (Partido
Democrata Cristiano, PDC), with 16.39%. The PDC has already declared that it will not officially
support either of the two candidates in the runoff election, provisionally scheduled for April 24,
allowing the party's followers to vote as they choose. The far-right National Conciliation Party
(Partido de Conciliacion Nacional, PCN), which came in fourth in the presidential race with 5.39%,
has announced it will back Calderon Sol's candidacy in the second round election.
Meanwhile, party officials continue to work with the TSE in an effort to overcome at least some of
the problems which prevented tens of thousands of Salvadorans from casting a ballot in the March
20 elections (see NotiSur 03/25/94). Specifically, the CD-FMLN-MNR coalition has called on the TSE
to at least double the 355 voting centers set up in the country's 262 municipalities on March 20. In
addition, the coalition has called for free public transportation on the day of the balloting, tougher
restrictions to bar negative campaign ads, and "drastic sanctions" against political sectors which
violate the country's electoral law.
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